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Pensacola, Florida + Episcopal Diocese of the Central Gulf Coast 
 

The Prelude: Ballet des Matelotz 
 – Michael Praetorius 

———————————— 

Announcements and Welcome 

Officiant   If then you have been raised with Christ, seek 

the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the 

right hand of God. Colossians 3:1 

Confession of Sin               BCP 116 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
Silence may be kept. 

Officiant and People together, all kneeling 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 

done, and by what we have left undone. We have not 

loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we 

humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in 

your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 

Name. Amen. 

The Priest alone stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your 

sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you 

in eternal life. Amen. 

The Invitatory and Psalter              BCP 117 
All stand 

Officiant  O God, make speed to save us.  

People O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Officiant and People 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the  

Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will 

be for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 

O Gracious Light: Phos hilaron 

O gracious light, pure brightness of the everliving 

Father in heaven, O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 

Now as we come to the setting of the sun, and our eyes 

behold the vesper light, we sing your praises, O God: 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. You are worthy at all times 

to be praised by happy voices, O Son of God, O Giver of 

Life, and to be glorified through all the worlds. 

The People are seated. Then follows  

The Psalm Appointed: Psalm 93             BCP 722 

1 The Lord is King; 

he has put on splendid apparel; * 

the Lord has put on his apparel 

and girded himself with strength. 

2 He has made the whole world so sure * 

that it cannot be moved; 

3 Ever since the world began, your throne has been 

established; * 

you are from everlasting. 

4 The waters have lifted up, O Lord, 

the waters have lifted up their voice; * 

the waters have lifted up their pounding waves. 

5 Mightier than the sound of many waters, 

mightier than the breakers of the sea, * 

mightier is the Lord who dwells on high. 

6 Your testimonies are very sure, * 

and holiness adorns your house, O Lord, 

for ever and for evermore. 

At the end of the Psalm is sung or said 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the  

Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will 

be for ever. Amen. 

The First Lesson 

Reader A Reading from the Book of Acts.      Acts 1:1-11 

In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus 

did and taught from the beginning until the day when he 

was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through 

the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. After 

his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many 

convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days 

and speaking about the kingdom of God. While staying 

with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to 

wait there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he said, 

“is what you have heard from me; for John baptized with 

water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not 

many days from now.” 

So when they had come together, they asked him, 

“Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom 

to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the times 

or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But 

you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 

upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in 

all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When 



he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, 

and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was 

going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly 

two men in white robes stood by them. They said, “Men 

of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? 

This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, 

will come in the same way as you saw him go into 

heaven.” 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
Silence may be kept. 

The Song of Mary The Magnificat    (Standing)     BCP 119 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 

my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; * 

    for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 

From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 

    the Almighty has done great things for me, 

    and holy is his Name. 

He has mercy on those who fear him * 

    in every generation. 

He has shown the strength of his arm, * 

    he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 

    and has lifted up the lowly. 

He has filled the hungry with good things, * 

    and the rich he has sent away empty. 

He has come to the help of his servant Israel, * 

    for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 

The promise he made to our fathers, * 

    to Abraham and his children for ever. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the  

Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will 

be for ever. Amen. 

The Second Lesson – The People are seated. 

Reader A Reading from the letter of St. Paul to the 

Ephesians.              Ephesians 1:15-23 

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love 

toward all the saints, and for this reason I do not cease to 

give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I 

pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 

glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as 

you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart 

enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he 

has called you, what are the riches of his glorious 

inheritance among the saints, and what is the 

immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, 

according to the working of his great power. God put this 

power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead 

and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 

far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, 

and above every name that is named, not only in this age 

but also in the age to come. And he has put all things under 

his feet and has made him the head over all things for the 

church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all 

in all. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
Silence may be kept. 

The Song of Simeon Nunc Dimittis    (Standing)    BCP 120 

Lord, you now have set your servant free * 

    to go in peace as you have promised; 

For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, * 

    whom you have prepared for all the world to see: 

A Light to enlighten the nations, * 

    and the glory of your people Israel. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the  

Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will 

be for ever. Amen. 

The Gospel Reading – The People are seated. 

Reader A Reading from the Gospel of Luke.  
    Luke 24:44-53 

Jesus said to his disciples, “These are my words that I 

spoke to you while I was still with you-- that everything 

written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and 

the psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds 

to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus it 

is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the 

dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness 

of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, 

beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these 

things. And see, I am sending upon you what my Father 

promised; so stay here in the city until you have been 

clothed with power from on high.” 

Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting 

up his hands, he blessed them. While he was blessing 

them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into 

heaven. And they worshiped him, and returned to 

Jerusalem with great joy; and they were continually in the 

temple blessing God. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
Silence may be kept. 

The Homily             The Rev. Walt Kindergan 

Anthem: Tomorrow shall be my dancing day 
– Richard Shephard 

The Apostles’ Creed              BCP 120 
Officiant and People together, all standing 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven 

and earth; I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our 

Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 

descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand 

of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and 

the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 

Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 



The Prayers                BCP 121 
The People stand or kneel 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Officiant Let us pray. 

Officiant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 

us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Officiant Show us your mercy, O Lord; 

People And grant us your salvation. 

Officiant Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 

People Let your people sing with joy. 

Officiant Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 

People For only in you can we live in safety. 

Officiant Lord, keep this nation under your care; 

People And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 

Officiant Let your way be known upon earth; 

People Your saving health among all nations. 

Officiant Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 

People Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 

Officiant Create in us clean hearts, O God; 

People And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 

The Collect of the Day 

Almighty God, whose blessed Son our Savior Jesus Christ 

ascended far above all heavens that he might fill all 

things: Mercifully give us faith to perceive that, according 

to his promise, he abides with his Church on earth, even 

to the end of the ages; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in 

glory everlasting. Amen. 

A Collect for Aid against Perils 

Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in your great 

mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; 

for the love of your only Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

A Collect for Unity 

Most merciful God, whose Son Jesus Christ traveled 

through towns and villages “curing every disease and 

illness”: We pray to you for all who are sick with the 

coronavirus, for those who have died, and for all who fear 

what lies ahead. As we stay apart to protect our bodies, let 

us come together in spirit to heal our souls, that your love 

for us may be manifest in our love and support for each 

other; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Prayer for Mission 

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, 

or weep this night, and give your angels charge over those 

who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the 

weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the 

afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your love’s sake. 

Amen. 

Authorized intercessions and thanksgivings follow: 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 
An extended period of silence will be kept. 

We pray this day for God’s people throughout the 

world. For peace and goodwill among nations, for those 

in positions of authority that they may rule with wisdom 

and justice, and for the well-being of all people. 

We pray this day for all those suffering from the 

coronavirus, or any other illness; for those who worry 

about their families and friends, and about their jobs and 

livelihoods; and for all those at the forefront of our health 

care and public safety systems. 

We pray for our parishioners who are ill or simply 

need our prayers [especially, …]. 

And we pray for those who have died [especially, …]. 

Most holy God, the source of all good desires, all right 

judgements, and all just works: Give to us, your servants, 

that peace which the world cannot give, so that our minds 

may be fixed on the doing of your will, and that we, being 

delivered from the fear of all enemies, may live in peace 

and quietness; through the mercies of Christ Jesus our 

Savior. Amen. 

The General Thanksgiving              BCP 125 
Officiant and People 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy 

servants give you humble thanks for all your goodness 

and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have 

made. We bless you for our creation, preservation, and 

all the blessings of this life; but above all for your 

immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our 

Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the 

hope of glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness 

of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may 

show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our 

lives, by giving up our selves to your service, and by 

walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our 

days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you 

and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all 

ages. Amen. 

Officiant    Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, Alleluia. 

People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia. 

Officiant    The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love 

of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us 

all evermore. Amen.           2 Corinthians 13:14 

Hymn 460: Alleluia! Sing to Jesus! 
———————————— 

Postlude: Toccata in Seven – John Rutter 
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