The Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD – RITE II
Sunday, 30 August 2020 + 10:30 AM
Pensacola, Florida + Episcopal Diocese of the Central Gulf Coast
The Prelude: Psalm – Prelude Op.32, No.2
– Herbert Howells
————————————

Announcements and Welcome
(The People stand)

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
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Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for

ever. Amen.
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires
known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Song of Praise:
Sanctus from Requiem – Gabriel Fauré
The Collect of the Day
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.
Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all
good things: Graft in our hearts the love of your Name;
increase in us true religion; nourish us with all goodness;
and bring forth in us the fruit of good works; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. Amen.
The First Lesson (The People are seated.)
Reader A Reading from the Book of Exodus.
Exodus 3:1-15

Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro,
the priest of Midian; he led his flock beyond the
wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God.
There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame
of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing,
yet it was not consumed. Then Moses said, “I must turn
aside and look at this great sight, and see why the bush is
not burned up.” When the LORD saw that he had turned
aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, “Moses,
Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” Then he said, “Come
no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the
place on which you are standing is holy ground.” He said
further, “I am the God of your father, the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And
Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.

Then the LORD said, “I have observed the misery of
my people who are in Egypt; I have heard their cry on
account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their
sufferings, and I have come down to deliver them from
the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a
good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey,
to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the
Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites.
The cry of the Israelites has now come to me; I have also
seen how the Egyptians oppress them. So come, I will
send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out
of Egypt.”
But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go
to Pharaoh, and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” He
said, “I will be with you; and this shall be the sign for you
that it is I who sent you: when you have brought the
people out of Egypt, you shall worship God on this
mountain.” But Moses said to God, “If I come to the
Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your ancestors has
sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’
what shall I say to them?” God said to Moses, “I AM
WHO I AM.” He said further, “Thus you shall say to the
Israelites, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’“ God also said to
Moses, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘The LORD,
the God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you’: This
is my name forever, and this my title for all generations.
Reader
The Word of the Lord.
People
Thanks be to God.
Silence may be kept.

The Psalm – Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45c
BCP 738
1 Give thanks to the LORD and call upon his Name; *
make known his deeds among the peoples.
2 Sing to him, sing praises to him, *
and speak of all his marvelous works.
3 Glory in his holy Name; *
let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice.
4 Search for the LORD and his strength; *
continually seek his face.
5 Remember the marvels he has done, *
his wonders and the judgments of his mouth,
6 O offspring of Abraham his servant, *
O children of Jacob his chosen.
23 Israel came into Egypt, *
and Jacob became a sojourner in the land of Ham.

24 The LORD made his people exceedingly fruitful; *
he made them stronger than their enemies;
25 Whose heart he turned, so that they hated his
people, *
and dealt unjustly with his servants.
26 He sent Moses his servant, *
and Aaron whom he had chosen.
45c Hallelujah!
The Second Lesson
Reader A Reading from the Letter of St. Paul to the
Romans.
Romans 12:9-21

Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is
good; love one another with mutual affection; outdo one
another in showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in
spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in
suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of
the saints; extend hospitality to strangers.
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse
them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those
who weep. Live in harmony with one another; do not be
haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be
wiser than you are. Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but
take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. If it is
possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with
all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for
the wrath of God; for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I
will repay, says the Lord.” No, “if your enemies are
hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them
something to drink; for by doing this you will heap
burning coals on their heads.” Do not be overcome by
evil, but overcome evil with good.
Reader
The Word of the Lord.
People
Thanks be to God.
Silence may be kept.

Hymn 401 – The God of Abraham Praise
The Gospel (The People stand.)
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Matthew. Matthew 16:21-28
People
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to
Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the
elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on
the third day be raised. And Peter took him aside and
began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This
must never happen to you.” But he turned and said to
Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block
to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things
but on human things.”
Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become
my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their
cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life
will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will
find it. For what will it profit them if they gain the whole
Deacon

world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in
return for their life?
For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the
glory of his Father, and then he will repay everyone for
what has been done. Truly I tell you, there are some
standing here who will not taste death before they see the
Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”
Deacon
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon

The Rev. Dr. Michael Hoffman

Silence may be kept.

The Nicene Creed

BCP 358

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker
of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of
God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God,
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not
made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came
down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he
became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made
man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third
day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of
the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the
Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He
has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to
come. Amen.
Prayers of the People: Form VI
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Priest: Let us pray for the Church and for the world.
(The People kneel)

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.
Silence

For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors,
and for those who are alone.
For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and
oppression.
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and
the needy.

For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the
Truth.
Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other
ministers, that they may, both by their life and doctrine,
set forth your true and lively Word, and rightly and duly
administer your holy Sacraments.
For all who serve God in his Church.

The Priest stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your
sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you
in eternal life. Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer
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For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Silence

Celebrant and People

We pray this day for all those suffering from the
coronavirus, or any other illness; for those who worry
about their families and friends, and about their jobs and
livelihoods; and for all those at the forefront of our health
care and public safety systems.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

We pray for the sick and hospitalized in our parish and
community.
We pray for all those on our hearts and minds this day,
those we name aloud or in the silence of our hearts.
Silence
The People may add their own petitions

Hear us, Lord;
For your mercy is great.
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.
Silence
The People may add their own thanksgivings

We will exalt you, O God our King;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.
We pray for all who have died that they may have a place
in your eternal kingdom.
Silence

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
Who put their trust in you.
We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.
Silence may be kept.
Leader and People

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; in your
compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown,
things done and left undone; and so uphold us by your
Spirit that we may live and serve you in newness of life,
to the honor and glory of your Name; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Peace
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All Stand
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People
And also with you.

Announcements
The Blessing
The Dismissal
People
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Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia!
————————————

The Postlude: Toccata in E minor
– Johann Pachelbel
————————————
If you are in a position to continue giving to Christ Church,
please consider the following options:
❖ Mail in your offering to Christ Church:
18 W Wright St, Pensacola, FL 32501.
❖ Give Online, see our website or visit:
https://my.e360giving.com/App/Giving/chri18w216.
❖ Text GIVE to (850) 403-6673. There will be a onetime quick registration. Once the registration is
complete, future giving only requires you to text
“GIVE” with the amount to (850) 403-6673.
Thank you for giving to Christ Church.
————————————

GOSPEL REFLECTION
Take a moment to reflect on the Gospel passage. Some guided reflection questions are provided here:

In our Gospel passage, Jesus says: “Those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake
will find it. For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life?”
Suppose that what Jesus is talking about is a “life” lived in love for God and neighbor, living fully into the kingdom of God
here and now, as opposed to a “life” lived focused on oneself. Then what does Jesus mean when he says that when we lose
our earthly life for his sake, we will find our kingdom life? And conversely, when we concentrate on our earthly life, we
will lose the kingdom life?

PRAYERS FOR PERSONAL DEVOTION
Prayer for Unity in Time of Pandemic:
Most merciful God, whose Son Jesus Christ traveled through towns and villages “curing every disease and illness”: We
pray to you for all who are sick with the coronavirus, for those who have died, and for all who fear what lies ahead. As we
stay apart to protect our bodies, let us come together in spirit to heal our souls, that your love for us may be manifest in our
love and support for each other; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Prayer of Thanksgiving:
Gracious God, creator of all and giver of all that is good: I give you thanks for this day and every day, for your presence in
my life, for my friends and neighbors gathered here this day, for your Church, and for our worship together in thanksgiving
and praise to you. I pray that you will continue to lead me closer to you and help me to more perfectly love you and serve
you with gladness and singleness of heart: through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Prayer for Justice:
O God, you have bound us together in a common life; Grant that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move us, in the
midst of our struggles for justice, equality and truth, to break down the barriers which divide us, to confront one another
without hatred or bitterness, and to work together for the common good, in a spirit of love, mutual forbearance and respect;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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