The Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD – RITE II
Sunday, 23 August 2020 + 10:30 AM
Pensacola, Florida + Episcopal Diocese of the Central Gulf Coast
The Prelude: Élévation
– Théodore Dubois
————————————

Announcements and Welcome
(The People stand)

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
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Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for

ever. Amen.
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires
known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Song of Praise:
My Song Shall be Alway of the Loving-Kindness of
the Lord – Gerald Near
The Collect of the Day
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Grant, O merciful God, that your Church, being gathered
together in unity by your Holy Spirit, may show forth your
power among all peoples, to the glory of your Name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.
The First Lesson (The People are seated.)
Reader A Reading from the Book of Exodus.
Exodus 1:8 - 2:10

Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know
Joseph. He said to his people, “Look, the Israelite people
are more numerous and more powerful than we. Come, let
us deal shrewdly with them, or they will increase and, in
the event of war, join our enemies and fight against us and
escape from the land.” Therefore they set taskmasters
over them to oppress them with forced labor. They built
supply cities, Pithom and Rameses, for Pharaoh. But the
more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied and
spread, so that the Egyptians came to dread the Israelites.
The Egyptians became ruthless in imposing tasks on the
Israelites, and made their lives bitter with hard service in

mortar and brick and in every kind of field labor. They
were ruthless in all the tasks that they imposed on them.
The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one
of whom was named Shiphrah and the other Puah, “When
you act as midwives to the Hebrew women, and see them
on the birthstool, if it is a boy, kill him; but if it is a girl,
she shall live.” But the midwives feared God; they did not
do as the king of Egypt commanded them, but they let the
boys live. So the king of Egypt summoned the midwives
and said to them, “Why have you done this, and allowed
the boys to live?” The midwives said to Pharaoh,
“Because the Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian
women; for they are vigorous and give birth before the
midwife comes to them.” So God dealt well with the
midwives; and the people multiplied and became very
strong. And because the midwives feared God, he gave
them families. Then Pharaoh commanded all his people,
“Every boy that is born to the Hebrews you shall throw
into the Nile, but you shall let every girl live.”
Now a man from the house of Levi went and married
a Levite woman. The woman conceived and bore a son;
and when she saw that he was a fine baby, she hid him
three months. When she could hide him no longer she got
a papyrus basket for him, and plastered it with bitumen
and pitch; she put the child in it and placed it among the
reeds on the bank of the river. His sister stood at a
distance, to see what would happen to him.
The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the
river, while her attendants walked beside the river. She
saw the basket among the reeds and sent her maid to bring
it. When she opened it, she saw the child. He was crying,
and she took pity on him, “This must be one of the
Hebrews’ children,” she said. Then his sister said to
Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and get you a nurse from
the Hebrew women to nurse the child for you?” Pharaoh’s
daughter said to her, “Yes.” So the girl went and called
the child’s mother. Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take
this child and nurse it for me, and I will give you your
wages.” So the woman took the child and nursed it. When
the child grew up, she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter,
and she took him as her son. She named him Moses,
“because,” she said, “I drew him out of the water.”
Reader
The Word of the Lord.
People
Thanks be to God.
Silence may be kept.

The Psalm – Psalm 124
BCP 781
1 If the LORD had not been on our side, *
let Israel now say;
2 If the LORD had not been on our side, *
when enemies rose up against us;
3 Then would they have swallowed us up alive *
in their fierce anger toward us;
4 Then would the waters have overwhelmed us *
and the torrent gone over us;
5 Then would the raging waters *
have gone right over us.
6 Blessed be the LORD! *
he has not given us over to be a prey for their teeth.
7 We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the
fowler; *
the snare is broken, and we have escaped.
8 Our help is in the Name of the LORD, *
the maker of heaven and earth.
The Second Lesson
Reader A Reading from the Letter of St. Paul to the
Romans.
Romans 12:1-8

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the
mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your
spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but
be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you
may discern what is the will of God-- what is good and
acceptable and perfect.
For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among
you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought
to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according
to the measure of faith that God has assigned. For as in
one body we have many members, and not all the
members have the same function, so we, who are many,
are one body in Christ, and individually we are members
one of another. We have gifts that differ according to the
grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith;
ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the
exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the
leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.
Reader
The Word of the Lord.
People
Thanks be to God.
Silence may be kept.

Hymn 518 – Christ is Made the Sure Foundation
The Gospel (The People stand.)
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Matthew. Matthew 16:13-20
People
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
When Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he
asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of
Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but
others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the
Deacon

prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that I
am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the
Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered him,
“Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and
blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in
heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I
will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not
prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom
of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound
in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed
in heaven.” Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to
tell anyone that he was the Messiah.
Deacon
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon

The Rev. Walt Kindergan

Silence may be kept.

The Nicene Creed
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We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker
of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of
God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God,
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not
made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came
down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he
became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made
man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third
day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of
the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the
Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He
has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to
come. Amen.
Prayers of the People: Form VI
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Priest: Let us pray for the Church and for the world.
(The People kneel)

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.
Silence

For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors,
and for those who are alone.
For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and
oppression.
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and
the needy.

The Priest stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your
sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you
in eternal life. Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer

For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the
Truth.

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other
ministers, that they may, both by their life and doctrine,
set forth your true and lively Word, and rightly and duly
administer your holy Sacraments.
For all who serve God in his Church.

Celebrant and People

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.
Silence

We pray this day for all those suffering from the
coronavirus, or any other illness; for those who worry
about their families and friends, and about their jobs and
livelihoods; and for all those at the forefront of our health
care and public safety systems.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
The Peace
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All Stand
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People
And also with you.

We pray for the sick and hospitalized in our parish and
community.

Announcements

We pray for all those on our hearts and minds this day,
those we name aloud or in the silence of our hearts.

The Dismissal

Silence
The People may add their own petitions

People

Hear us, Lord;
For your mercy is great.
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.
Silence
The People may add their own thanksgivings

We will exalt you, O God our King;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.
We pray for all who have died that they may have a place
in your eternal kingdom.
Silence

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
Who put their trust in you.
We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.
Silence may be kept.
Leader and People

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; in your
compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown,
things done and left undone; and so uphold us by your
Spirit that we may live and serve you in newness of life,
to the honor and glory of your Name; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Blessing
BCP 360

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia!
————————————

The Postlude: Entrée in G minor
– Théodore Dubois
————————————
If you are in a position to continue giving to Christ Church,
please consider the following options:
❖ Mail in your offering to Christ Church:
18 W Wright St, Pensacola, FL 32501.
❖ Give Online, see our website or visit:
https://my.e360giving.com/App/Giving/chri18w216.
❖ Text GIVE to (850) 403-6673. There will be a onetime quick registration. Once the registration is
complete, future giving only requires you to text
“GIVE” with the amount to (850) 403-6673.
Thank you for giving to Christ Church.
————————————

GOSPEL REFLECTION
Take a moment to reflect on the Gospel passage. Some guided reflection questions are provided here:

In our Gospel today, Jesus asks his disciples what people are saying about him, who people think he is. And then he asks
them who ‘they’ think he is, and Peter says “You are the Son of God.” And then Jesus begins to tell Peter who Jesus thinks
Peter is; the rock on which he will build his church.
If Jesus were to ask you, “Who do you say that I am,” how would you answer? And then, if you were to ask Jesus, “Who
do you say that I am,” how do you think Jesus would answer your question?

PRAYERS FOR PERSONAL DEVOTION
Prayer for Unity in Time of Pandemic:
Most merciful God, whose Son Jesus Christ traveled through towns and villages “curing every disease and illness”: We
pray to you for all who are sick with the coronavirus, for those who have died, and for all who fear what lies ahead. As we
stay apart to protect our bodies, let us come together in spirit to heal our souls, that your love for us may be manifest in our
love and support for each other; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Prayer of Thanksgiving:
Gracious God, creator of all and giver of all that is good: I give you thanks for this day and every day, for your presence in
my life, for my friends and neighbors gathered here this day, for your Church, and for our worship together in thanksgiving
and praise to you. I pray that you will continue to lead me closer to you and help me to more perfectly love you and serve
you with gladness and singleness of heart: through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Prayer for Justice:
O God, you have bound us together in a common life; Grant that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move us, in the
midst of our struggles for justice, equality and truth, to break down the barriers which divide us, to confront one another
without hatred or bitterness, and to work together for the common good, in a spirit of love, mutual forbearance and respect;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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